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ATM Scare

I am a link in the Buddha’s golden chain of love that stretches around the world. I must keep my link bright and strong. I will
try to be kind and gentle to every living thing and protect all who are weaker than myself. I will try to think pure and beautiful
thought, to say pure and beautiful words, and to do pure and beautiful deeds, knowing that on what I do now depends not
only my happiness or unhappiness, but also that of others. May every link in the Buddha’s golden chain of love become
bright and strong, and may we all attain perfect peace.

I hope that everyone’s fall is starting of well! After our last Shotsuki Hoyo service, I
went to the Palo Alto Buddhist Temple for their last day of Obon, but needed an ATM.
The location near PABT requires a debit card to access the doors into the bank, and
as I was walking up, someone else was approaching the doors. The man walking in
looked weary of me, even though I was in my Temple clothes. I figured I would stay
out of his way once I was inside, but I was so tired that I did not look to see who might
be leaving the ATM room. 

Once I accessed the doors with my card, I saw the same man quickly walking back out and wondered
why he was no longer staring at me. I heard a small noise and saw the deposit box closing, and all of a
sudden, I looked up in front of me. The person using the ATM was walking out, but seemed very out of it
and was very rough-looking. I jumped out of his way, and I know I probably had the “I’m scared look.” I
felt bad about this, since I see people quickly move out of my way all the time. Since I was tired, I did not
think about my feelings very long; I just checked the mirror on the ATM to make sure he had left the
room. 

I tried to use my ATM card, and the machine kept beeping at me, so I thought maybe the chip part was
broken, and I tried to insert my card, but nothing was working. This was the third ATM I had tried, as the
two down the street from SACBC were out of money. To say I was not happy was an understatement… I
could not figure out what seemed off; the screen was flashing something at me. Since I was tired, I had a
hard time understanding what was wrong. In frustration, I nearly yelled at the machine, but then I
realized the problem: the cash withdrawal slot was still open, and there was money in it. 

The guy who spooked me before had left sixty dollars in the ATM, but, as he seemed off, he left without
grabbing all of his money. I ran back out to give him the money and shouted from the door, feeling
slightly embarrassed that I had shown visible fear towards him earlier. He turned around, slightly
angered, but when I showed him the money, he seemed confused and counted his bills. He thanked me
and offered me some of his money, but I said I was ok and was in a hurry. He even waited for me after I
got out of the ATM room and tried to hand me a twenty. 

I told him again that I was ok, and he should keep it. For better or worse, I know he needed it more than I.
Shame was the feeling that came to me. At first glance, my instincts told me he was under the influence
of some type of substance, and I assumed he was a potential threat because of how he was dressed.
Had I not been so tired, I would not have expressed outward fear but would have still made sure I kept a
safe distance and made some effort to acknowledge him as a person.

Just the fact that he smiled and wholeheartedly thanked me for bringing him the rest of the money
made me feel ashamed. I had done to him what so often is my experience walking into a bank or near
an ATM. I was even more dressed up than the man depositing his work’s money, and even that man
seemed scared of me when I walked up to the door, as he quickly closed it before I could walk up. When
this tougher guy I jumped away from offered me some of his money, it was a solemn reminder of the talk
I had just given two hours before at SACBC on not harming those with whom we have something in
common. We cannot see our true selves easily, but it is interactions like these that give us insights into
our reality. This is why Master Shinran urges us to take refuge in Amida. As it is the light of compassion
that helps transform us, so we can do better down the line, and provide insight into why we are freely
given the gift of enlightenment, as the foolish beings we truly are. 

In gassho,
Landon



Please join us in-person in the hondo or virtually via Zoom (hybrid services).

October 5, 2025 – Shotsuki Hoyo
10 A.M. (Hybrid)

At this monthly memorial service, we will honor those loved ones 
who passed away in the month of October. 

October birthdays will be celebrated.

Dharma School will follow service.

October 12, 2025 – Family Service
10 A.M. (Hybrid)

*11:45 A.M. “Before Need Pre-Planning Seminar (Hybrid)*

October 19, 2025 – Family Service
10 A.M. (Hybrid)

Dharma School will follow service.

BWA: “Sushi Rolling Class” after service.
11-11:45 A.M.

October 26, 2025 – Family Service
10 A.M. 

SACBC’s Athletic Association is chairing this service.
AA is hosting lunch for all who attend the service. 

Please RSVP to Vanessah by October 15.
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October Services

*Mr. Sedi Win of the Chapel of the Chimes, Hayward, will present
information & answer questions about planning for you and/or your family
members upon passing to the Pure Land.

The information he shares is general information that can guide you to ask
questions and make plans at funeral homes and cemeteries of your
choice.



2024 - 1  yearst

2023 - 3  yearnd

2019 - 7  yearrd

2013 - 13  yearth

2009 - 17  yearth

2001 - 25  yearth

1993 - 33  yearrd

1976 - 50  yearth

1926 - 100  yearth

MEMORIAL SERVICES 2025
Memorial year for those who passed away in:

October Shotsuki Hoyo
 Sunday, October 5, 2025 at 10:00 am
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Family, relatives, and friends are invited to attend the monthly memorial service for the following: 

DECEASED FAMILY



A big thanks to all the volunteers who helped out from Monday, July 14 through Sunday, July 20. Prep
week helpers included high school volunteers from Fremont Unified (Sairishitha, Abhi, Isaac, Elaine,
Rohan, Kiki, Zerek), as well as Kaori Miyaji, who was invaluable with organizing the books in Japanese.
Then assisting during bazaar weekend were the following adults: Emily Caprio, Rhea Scott, Kara Tokubo,
Anne Koh, Liz Gan, Ken Bredlau, Soumya Dasari, Janet Hatano, Darryl Hatano, as well as student
volunteers Abhi and Isaac. Kudos to Cindy Sakihara and Karen Fujii, who arranged additional volunteers
needed from AA and local high schools.

Positive observations: Readers appreciate the selection of books offered at the SACBC bazaar
bookstore. Note that two tables are devoted to Buddhism and a third table displays items related to
Buddhism (such as onenju, candles, incense, etc). Children’s books in English and Japanese sold well, as
do cookbooks. We noticed that more people are interested in learning Japanese Language for
themselves or reading children’s books in Japanese to their children. Also three donated obutsudans
were sold to church members or family members. This year we had our own credit card reader to help
with sales. Additionally, there was more interest in volunteering in the bookstore than in years past too!
The bazaar bookstore has a prime location so I was impressed with who stopped by to browse and visit;
for example, this year I met the BCA President Steve Terusaki from Oakland (where my cousin Donna
Yamaguchi attends), Reverend Kuwahara from Berkeley * his guest, the Bishop of Hawaii Buddhist
Churches, Kristi Yamaguchi (who graciously signed two copies of her book), residents from my
neighborhood and members of organizations that I support, Garret’s mother Carol (who is cousin to a
close YBA friend of mind from the 1960's), and SACBC members who had the time and interest in what
the bookstore had to offer (particularly during prep week)..
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2025 BAZAAR BOOKSTORE REPORT

Thanks to the following for their generous donations: 

Nancy Minamide
Joanne Rodgers
Newark Library League
JAMsj (Japanese American Museum of San Jose)
Kaori Miyaji
Judy Tokubo
and MANY anonymous donors

Written by: Judy Tokubo

2023: $1403.75
2024: No final report
*2025: $1746.78

SALES PER YEAR:

*Thanks to Emily Caprio for her accounting sheet
template to track our sales.

In preparation for next year’s bazaar, there is a large plastic
bin in the SACBC office to collect donation for the SACBC
bazaar bookstore...before they are sorted and stored for next
summer. What is being requested are the following: Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism, General Buddhism (and other schools of
Buddhism), Japanese history/culture/arts/fiction,Japanese-
American history/culture/fiction, Asian cuisine cookbooks,
Japanese language fiction and nonfiction, Learning
Japanese, books by Japanese or Japanese-American
authors, children’s and YA literature (with a Japanese or
Buddhist theme).

Gratitude and appreciation to all involved for a very
successful bazaar bookstore experience! Arigtao...

A special thanks to Larry Gissible for many years of collecting and saving book
donations for the bookstore!



OCTOBER 2025

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY SACBC BINGO!

Wish you could help Bingo?

Drop off store bought desserts, candy
bars, can sodas or box of chips that
they can sell in the kitchen. If you love
to cook, drop off food for the
volunteers. Please coordinate with
Sachi Abe or JoAnn Rogers. Thanks.

BINGO is on the second and fourth Fridays of each
month. If you have helped before,
contact John Arai. jarai@sacbc.org

Now, if you have never helped before, please just
show up and we will explain what needs to be done.
No experience necessary. Come when you can and
stay as long as you want. If you do arrive around
4:30pm, you can eat dinner with the rest of the
volunteers. If not, the Kitchen crew will help you with
your hunger needs.

It has been a whole year since we restarted. Even though we run only twice a month,
we made over 15K for the church. Thank you to the following people who volunteered
3 – 21 times:

Volunteer

Worked in the Front:
Gail Tomita
Jessica Chuang
Lester Low
Raymond Chiu
Sandy Maruyama
Betty Yamasaki
Judy Tokubo

Worked Floor/Stage:
John Arai
Bob Kitajima
Terry Sato
Steve Sato
Curtis Mark
Kathy Velasco
Karen Suyama

Worked in the Office:
Larry Gissible
Noreen Osaki
Michi Handa

Worked in the Kitchen:
Sachi Abe
Glen Sekigahama
Stan Miyasato
Masako Mori
Yuki Nomura
JoAnn Rogers
Nori Sakamoto
Oscar Sakamoto
Bill Sawasaki
Pat Takemoto
Dianna Nakashima
Don Uriu
Royce Mori
Zoe Sekigahama

A special thank you to Onami Taiko for covering four
Fridays as a donation to the church. It gave some
volunteers a well-deserved break. Thanks.

It takes a lot of people to run Bingo and we now only
get the bare minimum to cover.

Hope we can add you to the list next year!



Ja
panese Language School
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Dharma School
Hi all-

Hope everyone had a nice summer!
Viewing this online? Click → Here <- to
register for 2025-2026 SACBC Dharma
School. Viewing this in paper form? Scan
the QR Code below:

Please note: First day of DS will be Sept.21.

Hope to see you all in class soon!
Betty and Cathleen

Upcoming:

Sept.7 Dharma registration begins/Birthday
celebration for Sept.
Sept.21 Dharma classes
Oct.5 Dharma classes/Birthday celebration for Oct.
Oct.19 Dharma classes
Nov.2 Keirokai/Students will be at service before
Keirokai/Birthday Celebration for Nov.
Nov.9 Dharma classes
Dec.7 Dharma classes/Birthday celebration for
Dec./Mochitsuki
Dec.14 Dharma classes

*Keirokai 2025
Nov.2, 2025 from 11:30-

1:30pm in the Sangha Hall.

SAVE THE DATE

*KEIROKAI ARE FOR THOSE WHO ARE 70 YEARS YOUNG
AND OLDER!
PLEASE JOIN US FOR SOME GOOD COMPANY & GAMES!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSew71XB4IzywyPUr79G7zgfomYwJtMb20NG4ipezUS1a6tGHw/viewform


Saturday, Oct.4th (10am*–3pm) 
Sunday, Oct. 5th (11am*–3pm) 
Saturday, Oct.4th (10am*–3pm) 
Sunday, Oct. 5th (11am*–3pm) 

fall rummage salefall rummage sale

 Hosted by the SACBC Buddhist Women's Association. There will be a
large selection of adult & children’s clothing, homewares,

kitchenware, books, games, toys, tools and much, much more!
*NO early birds please!

FABULOUS BARGAINS – everything priced to sell! 
Be sure to invite your family & friends! 

Accept cash or credit card. Ample parking. 
Everything “asis” – No refunds or exchanges 

EVERYTHING  MUST  GO!

ALL ARE
WELCOM

E!

Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church 
32975 Alvarado-Niles Road, Union City, CA 94587 

office@sacbc.org • 510-471-2581 
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April 4:
 

Description: 

March 7: 
Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

January 3:
 

Dates:

For Details:

Topics:
1 October 4: 

Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

February 7:
 

December 6: 
Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

November 1: 
Layspeaker:
Ordained speaker:

Chapter Three: Swimming by Striving — Practice
 

Chapter Four: Gasping for Air — Spiritual Impasse
 

Chapter Six: Floating — Ocean that is Amida’s Primal Vow
 

Chapter Two: Falling off the Ship — Encountering Suffering
 

Chapter Five: Letting go — Shinjin Realization and Entrusting
 

Chapter One: Boarding the Ship — Starting Our Human Journey
 

Chapter Seven: Swimming with Ease — Assurance, Joy, and Clarity
 

An intermediate-level introduction for those seeking a religious/spiritual understanding
of Shin (or Jodo Shinshu) Buddhism, the largest Buddhist 
school in Japan today, with a history of 136 years in North America.

10 classes on the first Saturday of the month (except in July) 

VIsit: http://bit.ly/4864jnl

Layguest speaker:
Professional speaker:

Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

Sharon Sasaki
James Pollard

MyrnaMorrell
Rev. Jerry Hirano

Ryk Tompkins
Rev. Dr. Mark Unno

Margret “Peggy”Myer
Rev. Jon Turner

Michael Elliott
Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi

Cythia Mee
Rev. John Paraskevopoulos

Eriko Yamaguchi&DanielJung
Rev. Diana Thompson

Kelowna, Canada
Salt Lake City, Utah

Chicago, Illinois
Canberra, Australia

Vancouver, Canada
San Jose, California

Winchester, Virginia
Anaheim, California

Auburn, Washington
Denver, Colorado

SanDiego, California
Anaheim, California

Central Point,Oregon
Eugene, Oregon
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8 May 2: 
Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

June 6: 

10 July 11:
 

Chapter Nine: Reaching the Island — Birth in the Pure Land
 

Chapter Eight: Thinking of Others — Engagement with Others
 

Chapter Ten: Going out back into the Ocean — Returning to this Sahā Realm
 

Instructor and
Moderator:

Kenneth K. Tanaka, Professor Emeritus, Musashino University, Tokyo. Former
Assoc. Prof. and Assist. Dean, the Institute of Buddhist Studies, Berkeley. Former
Minister of Buddhist Churches of America.

Register for 
the Course:
Donation:

Please apply by visiting: http://bit.ly/4864jnl

Suggested amount $50–$100 (In Japan, ¥6,000) (Less is accepted for students 
and anyone on fixed or low income.)
Ocean Two: The Ten Phases of Shin Buddhism for the West and Beyond 
(Draft of this book will be provided free of charge to all registrants.) 
Available to registrants when they miss the class.

shinbuddhismcourse@gmail.com

Textbook:

Video Recordings:

Contact email:

Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

Layspeaker:
Professional speaker:

MerryHiroshima
Rev. Ken Yamada

Eiko Ōkusa
Rev. Todd Tsuchiya

Denise Cork
Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto

Chiba, Japan
Minneapolis, Minnesota

BritishColumbia,Canada
Berkeley, California

OrangeCounty,California
Berkeley, California

 

Fireside Chat
Sessions 

with 20 Guest Lay
persons and

Teachers 

An Intermediate-level
Introductory Course
on Shin Buddhism in

the West and Beyond 

http://bit.ly/4nbyEp9
https://forms.gle/oYbRjVPg6sdnQz2v7
mailto:shinbuddhismcourse%40gmail.com?subject=

